45. Tondaman and Akasa Raja

Akasaraj was the ruler of  the region,  He had no
children^

lie approached hi^ Guru and represented :

"Sir, why am I not blessed with children ?

I have visited holy places and donated roany things. Did
I kill ^nybody^ sons ? Perhaps I am a sinner< I learn that a man
without a w\ will go to Hell. What am I to do?5' he wept and
fell down in a swoon crying^ T am an inlucky wretch* T could not
liave a daughter even*\ He prayed to a!l Gods to pity him. He
requested his Guru to advise him as to how he eould beget a son.
The Guru instructed him to psrform a Yagna by which his desire
would be fulfilled. The king began to plough with a golden
plough the land selected. While ploughing, he saw a lot us with
one thousand petals- He was amazed. In that lotus was seated a
charming girl resembling LakshmL The king took the girl into his
hands* He heard a heavenly voice announcing : ^This h  your
daughter. Bring ker up well. You will earn fame through her^-
The king's joy ^nevV no bounds. He handed over the child to
his queen, saying : This is the chold granted to us by God. Treat

her as you own daughter, bora of your womb.^ He named
the child as Padmavathi as she was found in a Padma (lotus).

The arrival of the young girl was a prelude to other
good luck to Akasaraja. The queen conceived shortly afterwards;

a^d g-ave birth to a male child on the evening of a thursday,